great cause will neither be misunderstood nor unappreciated. The Of the above patients, two died in the acute stage of mania: one in one month after the attack, in the sixty-seventh year of her age; the other, aged thirty-six years, had been deranged in her mind nearly two years, but died from exhaustion consequent upon recurrent maniacal excitement. Six of the above patients died from "general paralysis:" in one of these, the paralysis was associated vitli pulmonary consumption, and in another with abscess about the parotid gland; only one of these patients had reached the age of forty years: the average age of the six being thirty-three years.
Four died from " apoplexy;" three of these were the subjects of epilepsy ; the apoplexy was of the congestive kind in two out of the four, and was probably the consequence of epilepsy; in the other two there was extravasation of blood, in one, upon the cranial surface of the dura mater, and in the other, into the left cerebral hemisphere, and was the consequence of a previous softening of that structure. These apoplectic cases had respectively attained the age of forty-seven, fifty-five, forty-eight, and sixty-one years. One died in a fit of "epilepsy" (age unknown); one in the sixtieth year of her age, from " paralysis agitans." Of the remaining twenty patients, there died, from "pulmonary consximption," one; from "pneumonia" and its consequences, five; from from "inflammation of the bowels," two; from "erysipelas," one; from "cancer of the breast," one; from "dysentery," one.
One was brought into the Asylum in all but a moribund condition, whether from fever or mania, I could not satisfactorily ascertain: one died from the "general dccay" of old age; and the remaining five were classcd under the head of "general debility." This last term "general debility" has been applied by Dr. Conolly to "cases in which tho performance of every function seems to become enfeebled by long continued disorder of the nervous system." You will observe that in this catalogue of the causes of death, fourteen belong to the class neuroses, or diseases directly involving tho nervous system; exhaustion after mania, two; " general paralysis," six; " apoplexy," four; "epilepsy," one; "paralysis agitans," one: making, in fact, nine- an effusion between the dura mater and the external layer of the arachnoid membrane had completely dissected that membrane from the great falx, to the tempcro-parictuo suture, and from the coronal fossa to the posterior edge of the parietal bones on each side.
" lhcre was sometimes found an albuminous effusion upon the arachnoid membrane, which had some analogy to trembling jelly." 1 dissent from this writer's conclusion, but I accept his facts with thankfulness, for I recognise their truth ; and, singular enough, while the ink which I used to abstract the notes was yet wet on the I wish, however, to add to these imperfect observations, that inflammation is a poor word to apply to those changes which produce general paralysis, inasmuch as by some special action upon the brain itself, the disease may be produced in a moment; for it is more frequently produced through the emotions than through the intellect. Last Christmas, I saw a gentleman who was suddenly paralysed by a piece of intelligence: there were all the symptoms of general paralysis in a most aggravated form; the quivering of the facial muscles on speaking, the tremor of the lips, the peculiar progression which has been described to you, and the quivering of the muscles after the slightest movement; there was a perfect loss of all power over the sphincters; and in three weeks he became altogether powerless, and in the fifth week he died.
This disease, then, in the great majority of cases, is one of impaired nutrition of the fibrous structure of the cnceplialon, and of some of the ganglia at the base of the brain, commonly induced by intense and long-continued intellectual exertions, carried on under emotional excitement; by some other causes, which seem to act specially 011 the nervous system itself; and occasionally from diseases of the heart, and other viscera, inducing sympathetic irritation 2?G THE HUMAN MIND CONSIDERED of the above structures, or acting directly upon them by the poisonous elements which these respective diseases have contributed to the blood.
